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Abortion Talking Points 

 
1. The most effective way to reduce the need for abortion is to reduce unintended pregnancies: Almost 

half (49%) of all pregnancies in the United States are unintended, including more than 30 percent within 
marriage. 1 Better access to contraception, age-appropriate comprehensive sex education, and emergency 
contraception could cut the number of unintended pregnancies and abortion dramatically.  

 
2. In at least 34 states, women's freedom to choose is at risk of being restricted by the legislature and 

governor: Nineteen of these states would ban abortion in all or most circumstances if Roe v. Wade were 
overturned. 2  
 

3. Access to abortion is limited: Eighty-seven (87) percent of all counties in the U.S. have no identified abortion 
provider. 3 
 

4. Abortion is a very safe procedure, especially in the first trimester: 
o The risk of complication is minimal — less than one percent of women experience a major 

complication. 4  
o The risk of death associated with childbirth is 11 times greater than the risk of death from an abortion. 5  
o Legal abortion is safer than a tonsillectomy, an appendectomy, and a shot of penicillin. 6 

 
5. Nearly 9 in 10 abortions take place early in pregnancy: Eighty-eight (88) percent of abortions are 

performed during the first 12 weeks of pregnancy, and 98 percent occur during the first 20 weeks.7  
 

6. 1 in 3 women will have an abortion by the time they are 45 years old: Women of various ages, ethnicities 
and income levels choose abortion, one of the most common surgical procedures. 8  
 

7. Roe v. Wade does not give women an unlimited right to abortion throughout pregnancy:  
In Roe, the Supreme Court legalized abortion until viability, the point at which the fetus is capable of surviving 
outside the woman's body. After viability, Roe allows states to ban abortion except when necessary to protect the 
woman's life or health. 9  
 

8. Many religions support a woman's right to choose: Religions in support of a woman's right to choose 
include American Baptist Churches USA, Episcopal Church, Presbyterian Church (USA), United Methodist 
Church, and United Synagogue for Conservative Judaism. Less than one fourth of U.S. Catholics agree that 
abortion should be illegal in all circumstances. 10  
 

9. Despite the claims of some anti-choice groups, studies have not shown that induced abortions increase 
the risk of breast cancer. 11: Independent experts such as the National Breast Cancer Coalition, the American 
Cancer Society, and the World Health Organization have concluded that no link has been established between 
abortion and breast cancer. 12  

10. In states that enforce no mandatory parental consent or notice requirements, 61 percent of parents 
know of their daughter's pregnancy: Among minors who did not tell a parent of their abortion, 30 percent 
had experienced violence in their family or feared violence or being forced to leave home. 13   
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